TRAIN YOUR DOG BETTER
9 Tips on what you can do to train your dog better and to
make sure you have confident and capable relationship.

DON'T USE OKAY
Let me be more specific. Every Stay needs a release word.
One of the most common mistakes pet parents make is using
the word "Ok". Why is this a problem? We use this word so
much in our every day vocabulary that it is very easy for
mistakes to happen. They have. Example: You put your dog in
a stay. You are having a phone conversation and you say ok
which releases your dog from the stay and runs off to
somewhere you don't want them to go.
What word(s) should you use? Free or Release are great. Use
words that mean what they do.

DOG'S LEARN VISUALLY

A common mistake pet parents will do is start dog training to
start saying the behavior cue word they want their dog to do.
Then expecting them to know and do it immediately. Here's
the thing, dogs learn faster visually and without teaching them
the behavior they won't know what the word means. It's like
me talking to you in Latin and expecting you to understand.
Instead of repeating a word louder and louder, the more
efficient and enjoyable approach for both of you would be to
start with luring the behavior (which becomes the hand
signal), then add the word when they respond to the hand
signal without a treat.

BEHAVIOR CUE WORDS
Keep it simple. Keep it to one word or short words as
often as possible.
Use words that mean what you want the dog to do. I.E.
Down = Lay down
Off = off the furniture
Look = look at me
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DON'T USE THE SAME WORD FOR
MULTIPLE BEHAVIORS
Many times people use "Down" for lay down. Then in the same
day use it for something they don't want them to do like
"Down" for off the furniture or off people. This is confusing for
dogs and gets frustrating for people because they think their
dog is being stubborn when in reality their dog is confused
because they are using one word for 2 completely different
behaviors.
Pick one and stick with it. Again the word should mean what
you want them to do. Off or Down.

JUMPING
Jumping. One of the most common puppy and dog behaviors
trainers get asked about. Many different ways to address it,
some are better than others. When you decide that you are not
going to allow your dog to jump on people. It has to be ALL
people. It can't be just certain but it's ok for this person but not
that person, etc. It gets very confusing for the dog. Can you say
mixed messages? In their mind they thing but you like when I
jump because you do that high pitch voice, but then you start
yelling when they jump on another person. See the confusion.
The no jumping has to apply to everyone - including you..

CONSISTENCY
One of the key ingredients to success in training is
Consistency. Without it, training will take longer and the
results won't be what you want.
Training sessions should be every day. If you do training
every other day then you should expect inconsistent results.
Random stays, random recalls, inconsistent walking nicely on
the leash. This will lead to frustration from both you and
your dog.
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PATIENCE
Another key ingredient to successful dog training
is Patience. Dog training does not happen
overnight. It will have it's ups and downs. One
day will be great, the next won't be. Dogs have
bad days too. To expect that they will always be
ready to train is not realistic.

WORK AT THE DOG'S LEVEL
Trainingis working at the dog's pace, not yours. Some
days your dog may need to slow it down and other
days you may need to push them harder. However it is
up to you to adapt to Fido's level, not the other way
around. Set a realistic expectation on what can be
accomplished. If you aren't realistic in the acheivable
goals, then you are setting both of you up for failure..

HAVE FUN
Most importantly. Have fun with your pup. Dog
training should be fun. You have a new dog and
your creating a new bond with this new family
member. Enjoy this journey, the small successes,
the silly mistakes and everything else in between.

For more information on how
Allison's Animal Academy can help you
with your Dog Training needs, visit my
website or email me for more
information.
www.allisonsanimalacademy.com
allison@allisonsanimalacademy.com

